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Generation Gap

Workshop
One

Workshop Overview:

Peaks & Plains Housing Trust and Macclesfield College Art students
supported children from Hurdsfield Primary School to explore the past through
images. This workshop incorporated English, History, PSHE, Mathematics, Art and
Science; however the children didn’t realise this as they were having so much fun.
This workshop resulted in a series of collages which incorporated historical photos
and experimental art methods.

Prior to the workshop:

The children were encouraged to bring along several items.

1. They asked their relatives for old photos to use during the workshop, many of
which were taken during the war years or shortly afterwards (The photos were
photocopied to ensure they were not damaged).

2. They were also asked to bring in scrap materials i.e. paper, clothing, and any
other items they could find.



Trust staff and students from Macclesfield College then
used the photos as the basis for a creative workshop.

Step 1 - Through children’s eyes

The primary school students wrote their perceptions about what life was
like for past generations — revealing some fascinating insights!

“I would not have liked to have lived at this time because fun was not
invented”

“I think it may have been very harsh to live in this time”

“This photo looks like it was taken in the second world war, so there would
have been a lot of bombs and the internet would have been very slow”

At this point the children’s perceptions were not challenged, to allow them to voice
their own opinions without our input. However a number of children had recognised
that their perceptions were flawed. We later challenged their stereotypical views
during workshop two.

Step 2 - Getting stuck in!

The children then began to make different glues for their collages, during which they
recorded exact measurements of substances. Prior to use, they hypothesised which
glue they thought would work best, and then tested during step 3 to determine
whether their predictions were accurate.

Glue 1 - Flour & water
Glue 2 - PVA glue & water

Step 3 - Creative characters

The children then began to make their collages from their historical photos and
materials; they were left to freely experiment with the materials they had brought
along. During the creative work with their photos, the children interacted with one
another, whilst discussing their photos and the stories they had been told by their
relatives.
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Generation Gap

Workshop
Two

Workshop Overview:

Peaks & Plains Housing Trust and Macclesfield College Media students,

supported children from Hurdsfield Primary School and elderly participants to
explore their stereotypical perceptions of one another. Through the course of this
workshop, these perceptions were challenged and broken down - reinforcing a new
and possibly more accurate perception.

Again this workshop incorporated various subjects without the children even
realising:

. PSHE
. History
. English

Prior to the workshop:

. The primary school children asked their grandparents to come along to the
workshop to tell their stories.

. Volunteers were also encouraged to bring along any items they felt appropriate
for show and tell - providing visual aids for the children.



Trust staff and students from Macclesfield College then

supported all participants to explore stereotypes.

The session began with both generations remaining separate -
this allowed the separate groups to freely explore their opinions,
without feeling conscious of offending each other.

Step 1 - Stereotypes

Each person explored the stereotypes related to the other group, followed by
exploring the stereotypes related to themselves.

They were all as honest as they possibly could have been, with many repeated
negative stereotypes.

What are the typical stereotypes related to the older generation?
Stereotypes recognised by children :

Smelly

Unfit

Bald/grey hair/wrinkly
Grumpy/miserable

Dress unfashionably
They don’t wear make-up

What are the typical stereotypes related to the younger generation?
Stereotypes recognised by older people:

Rely on technology

Buy things they don’t need
Drink regularly

Lazy

Ungrateful



Intergeneration - what does it mean?

Step 2 - What is Intergeneration?

Everyone in the room was asked what they thought intergeneration meant.
The elderly volunteers remained quiet, whilst the children were very eager to
make suggestions. Many did not know, and others came very close to the right
answer, as such an overview was then provided.

Intergeneration practice aims to bring the young and old together through
beneficial activities; supporting a greater understanding and respect between
generations.

During this overview all were asked what they thought the age of a young person
went up to. The children often provided relatively low numbers. When told that they
would be a young person until the age of 25 years, they were quite surprised.

Kirsty Fox - project lead:

From this definition I'm classed as a young person just as you are, even
though I'm 12 years older than you. I've been through all different stages of life
in comparison to yourselves; I've been to High School, College, University, I've
had numerous jobs, and even after all this I'm still categorised as a young
person like you.

Although I do not feel young, | do see that others treat me as such, for
example: | occasionally wear hoodies during the weekend, and I'll sometimes
notice older people crossing the road to avoid me, because they see me as a
potential threat. However | work with all types of people everyday, as I'm a
Resident Involvement Assistant. I'm obviously not very scary in my work
clothes, but in different clothing that makes me look younger, some people see
me in a completely different light.

All were asked the starting age of an old person, here the children provided quite
high numbers. When told that 50 onwards is classed as being old; all the elderly
participants gasped in disbelief.

Kirsty Fox - project lead:

I wouldn't have said 50 is old, my dad has just turned 50 and he is far more
active than me. He also has a more active job than me too.



Different generations then began to explore the world

from another persons perspective.

Step 3 - Tell me about yourself

Up until this point the different generations had been separated, during this
stage we assigned elderly volunteers to groups of children (we tended not to
assign volunteers to groups that included their grandchild). Both the children and
the elderly participants were then encouraged to speak freely about whatever topic
they liked. At first discussions were very slow, as both parties were hesitant to
speak, but after a few minutes the conversations were flowing, and they really got to
know about one another's past, present and future.

Step 4 - Were you right?

At the end of the session, we revisited the stereotypes activity and asked if they felt
these were accurate. Here both parties were willing to admit that the stereotypes
were wrong.

Step 5 - Little actors

Trust staff and Media students from Macclesfield College later revisited the school.
The children were asked about the discussions they had with the older participants,
and what their thoughts were. They were able to recollect these discussions with
ease, and were really enthusiastic to do so.

We then asked the children to write scripts based on the stories they had been told
by the older generation. During this activity we encouraged the children to write their
stories without our input, and they did so perfectly. They assigned themselves roles,
rehearsed their lines and were prepared to act it all out.

Here the college students took over; they directed and filmed the children, and the
stories they wanted to portray.

The film was later used in an exhibition the Macclesfield College students organ-
ised, amongst various other media and graphics pieces designed around the theme
of intergeneration.




Stereotypes

Tell me about yourself?
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Peaks & Plains Housing Trust
Ropewalks, Newton Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 6QJ
0800 012 1311 or 0330 440 9707
trust@peaksplains.org
www.peaksplains.org

Kirsty Fox - Project Lead:

“This was a great way to gauge what children thought life
was like in the past, and the stereotypes society create.
The creative style of teaching used during these work-
shops engages all types of learners with different types of
activities for them to take part in. Peaks & Plains are doing
a lot of work with young people at the moment to try and
break down the generation gap, so | hope these work-
shops will be the first of many!”

PEAKS & PLAINS

Housing Trust
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